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Eaolo.ur. So. 1 <mtltl.d " I deported ny.elf fro, the tJSfc" by 
Pereno VAJTA 

ftiolosure Ho* 2, A latter to the Honorable Francis E, Whiter, 

Ch ai rma n of the House Immigration Sub-Committee, Washington, D.C, 

Enclosure Ho. 3, A latter to Rear Admiral Hillenkoetter, Deparbnent 
of Defense, Washington, D. C. this letter was submitted to the 
Military Attaohfc for transmission, who turned it orer to this office. 



\ Enolosure Ho, 4 to Mexico only, it a oopy of TLB-W-6S3 giving a 

* tvmmry of information available at Hqs, oonoeming Perano VAJTA, 

t Should Hqs* deeire to reply to enclosure Ho. 3 subjeot oan he 
\ looated in Mexioo through Hungarian priests of the Jesuit order, ( ^ 

He is also likely to make oontaot with the American &*assy<> Cv\ : >«w^> 
{■ THqs, may desire to oonsider subjeot's potentiality as an agdnt, 

although he is not believed to have any potential usefulness in 
Latin Aaerloa,j[ 
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1* Subject arrived In Colombia in February 1960 after a period of twenty fire 
months* detention on Ellis Island* He lamed lately made o on tact with members 
of the Hungarian Colony in Bogoti, particularly Pr J Sandof“BALOGH, a Hungarian 
Jesuit priest* Through Fr. Balogh he made o on tact with the American Embassy. 

2* Subjeot obtained part time employment teaching French literature and Frenoh 
diplomatic history at three small secondary sohools In Bogota* This paid him 
an income of Ps.600 monthly* 

S* Subject entered Colombia with a tourist visa and immediately took steps to hare 
the visa legally o hanged for permanent residence* He made strenuous but 
unsuooessful efforts to hare the American Snbassy intervene with the Foreign 
Of floe on his behalf* The Foreign Office oonmunleated with the Colombian 
Ambassador in Washington* who apparently provided derogatory Information and 
further extension of subjeot* s tourist visa was denied and his application for 
a permanent residence visa was not aooepted* 

4* Subject states that he plans to go to tfexloo about 15 August I960* For the 
information of Mexioo and of Hqs* copies of documents are enolosed because in 
the aggregate they give a fairly good picture of YAJTA 1 s activities from his 
own point of view* YAJTA also makes accusations against oertain Individuals 
in the U.S, which may be of interest* Hie central theme is that be was 
prevented from entering the U*S* by oertain Hungarians now there who are 
ooomziists* 



( FIELD COWVFNTi 

On 14 August 1960 subjeot informed this office that due to the recent 
ohange of Government in Colombia and changes in personnel in the Foreign Office 
he decided to remain and attempt to have his status regularised. He expects 
that within one week it will determined whether or not he oan continue to 
remain In Colombia* Hqs* and Hexioo will be advised of the deolslon In hie 
case* 
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I. lfji.PO'tT-SjJ U '/ ? J 3* P FHcifc T H 3b U*S,A, 

B£ ?zrs*c turn 

I am Pereuc /ajta, a former huugnsi* n condul, who during the Irte world war, 
allegedly helped Hitler to kill "millions of helplete people* enc? who, allegedly, 
i£ the grct responsible of the aa tea ere of Americas pilots in Hungary, ♦ Be fore 
leering Voluntarily", under a wcxrent of deportation the U£A, I w# t detained 
for 25 moths on Xilir 1 eland and fiEKam—ssr*, 1 cn«*t return now m /our count. 
ry,l aa 36 year® old, dateless, writer of profecrlon and living mm in South 
America, not very far from the little french colony, chere,n&ny year® ago, an 
other deporteee,of the name Dreyfuss, sought vaii*ly to forget nl* former life 
and the terrible injustice, what rent bin in chains here, # 

However, j^came freely, by a plane here, and on the airport tfcere were eld nnd 
dear friends of mine to greet m, and except then, nobody knows here,wba/aay s l / 
and why /fchoee"\jythir country toVeetart" ny life, I an living In n c^rU«t 
self. humiliation and eearcely have a moment when I really forget "everything"* 

1 wake up erery day with the decision, that from now on I shall no more roe— h er 
ay yesterday, idmmsm but even the daily roudine,even this to hard elis&t* can’t 
kill my memory. There ere dayr,when I rould like to flee, go, run, to new<* east 
myself again, but I know, it would be of no uce,beac*u*e everywhere 1 could go, 

I should be again and again in the sane, terrible society* 1 shall be with my. 
self .And my problems, the humiliation of Sills lei and, ay self-deportation from 
a country, what I liked £nd what it’s worsejl still like with all my heartjwill 
never permit to take up these invisible chains, which are holding me with an in. 
credible force. Before I left the Hoorn 222 of the Island,! newer laaaglned, what 
would be my “free life" and when after two years of hesitation I decided to go, 

1 never tought,even for a moment, that really, there is no freedom for e man, who’ 
r honour was ruined* o»grita^fi«K»fcmspp& 1 bad g too strong confidence In my youth 
Bnd%oped, that the freedom in itself can be enough to eloee this so mad ohapitre 
of ay life. But today I know,there isn’t freedom without honofi^it least, there 
isn’t for a man,rho l ived and acted always honestly, I am & prisoner, still now, 
end maybe, 1 mm f emitter e the jail around me, ar I did on Sills Island* 

1 know, there will be surely people in the t\*A,rho rill vehemently and indlgnam 

// m 

tly protest, in the name of the war tyrs, a gainst sy tentative of comparing my 
"case 19 or my deportation to the “holy memory of tne mm Ut eyfuee-case*. After 
all, they will ray , Vajta ir or vee a naxl i . no ho’" can he be so impertinent to 
compare hie "low personality* or "his life of crxaer* to the "great nan", who’s 
neoe elone is the bert imper f^nat ion of honour end martyrdom. Well, only a naxl 
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cm be to impertinent and rcrupullee,will say my public accusator Walter -in- 
chell end at 1 know the honorable "public opinion" of the USA, there will be e- 
nougb pmericans, who.a* they are doing customarily, even now, in this ouertion 
will adhere to tne "infallible". ..ten* t he right also in the Welter Olereking- 
'cape? Did he not organised against die asking the sane "public opinion", by sen- 
ding protest-letter s to President Truman, to the Senators and Congressmen, by or- 
ganising public demonstrations with the help of the Jewish War Veterans, as ha 
did in my "case"? Did he not arked just iu ay ’•care" all the amerlcan Bothers 
to demands iron President Truman ay immediate expulsion? We sn* t ha successful! 
by lettlng(or ordering) to arrest as, by sccucflftlng even the State jjepmrtment for 
complicity of helping "infiltrate * er>nesie lntft the USA? Jss he not succesafull 
by slanaering all people (Cong*XcDowell,c.nd m*ny others), who trlad^help me, by 
seeking to know the truth, the only truth of the Tajt«*-ceee? on the end, after 
all, I deported myself from the USA,«isn , t that alone a complete rectification 
for Vflnchell? If I really was Innocent, a r 1 pretended to be, why then, on the 
eng, chore I this m dishonest way for getting back aj freedom, why? The a eel don 
of the smeric&n justice ie, will thy say, shore all, # & just aod^true solution, - 
and wasn't I dl c criminated by Judge Samuel tf* Kaufman, the ^eau Judge" of 

the Alger Hies- case, at sammMnmp a "prejudicial alien^becsus^Murlng the late 
world war I advocated and acquiesced in activities, contrary to decency, on be- 
half of the Axls-countrlec",-watfi , t If la that sentence not the same, what Win- 
chell and the bate-propaganda made already in the first weak of my visit In the 
USA ? Veil, maybe. It wasn't oompletly true, what they aaid^Sf^fche massacre of help- 
less people andSamerican pilot a, -but after all, thy stated it only "allegedly", 
and what's the difference? Iren for Judge Kaufman nmmm I wasn't "decent* and desi- 
rable. . . . 

It's f lo ng and cruel story, my experience with the amerlcan justice and surely, 
I ^ouldj^ever trjffto tell it to any an eric an, if 1 ^&uld be not cure, that behind 
the Mew-York facade there are millions and mill ioBW'JfiW leans, who are eagerly 
aware of the *tei stakes", what can be made sometimes in the name of the amerioan 
peopled am not seeking any rectifioation or *juetice*hy exposing the facte of mj 
caae,mm I know, that now^g^g^such e tentative would be too late*But as during 
all my inprisonnement it wasn't never permitted to me to tell "my aids" of the 
Vajta-caae and as the Immigration Service, by censoring illegally my letters, never 
allowed me to enter in relation with any am ericas newspaper,! think, it is now not 
only my right, but 1% is my moral obligation, my duty to defend my name and 

my honour* I hope, that by doing so, I can at loaet to easy th.» moral burden, whal 
I have to carry. Naturally, I should like also to meet, if not the ry»rathy,but at 
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leort,the coapr ohanrion of thow taer leant, ^ho think, that cltbout a faer hearing 
nobody enn be condemned* 

It'r for that fear heerinc,thf-t 1 arked MM kr.Uertbrook PegXer to publish 
this •confettion".! somebody, he really knors Judge tbrnuel Krufaan end he kn ort 
too, what ere the to "human methods" ofVVJeltar */inchell*Uhen Uleceklng, the fcmoui 
geracu pianist got the teas "treatment )»it was he, who protested the first sgeinrt 
the red dictr.ture of certain new-yorker e (and a little later , the Saturday Evening 
Tost* did the same)* 

There are arny similar points in the two eases: ac Gist eking, 1 ay cell arri— 
red with c valid visitor -visa in the USA, and ar the german pianist, I was also 
•cdvired",coutequently the rcendal organise© by tfinobell and Pear ron,to leave 
the USA • We both were accused of being » naa^european int ell actual e, who betra- 
ys/ the humrn feeling and right* But, there war alro a great differ enes;Glerekio< 



wee really, -willingly or not, -a nasi and after hie arrival, the Secrets; y of Sta- 
te recalled hie visa. A* to me, r never hod oeeu a nasi, and the i)epartment of rta- 
te never recalled ay vira^-on the contrary-, it rteteojon tho deaande of tuc lm«* 



migration Service, that 1 go tpae gaily, without anv false statements 



ittBXVh* Thic faot had been recognised rJ.ro by the commissioner later, but even 
after 25 non the of fighting, of rwnounciotion and of supporting £Uis Irlrud, 1 



l rt ill had to leave, at had OiereAing too,flrom the UEA*I believed in the aoericun 

I Justice and I believe in it rtill now, -but when I wee following in June 1949 the 

process of Alger Hies, I knew already,-thet Kaufman will never decide lu my fa- 
vour* And I warn* t wrong: he really did so, on July Id 1949, a week after the Hies 

trial. & /U *y *<*-*-* . 

9 X* 

By my Intellectual formation, by my familial traditions, I am oonrervatlve ant 
nations lists, as mostly the Hungarians of my generation *When In 1919 Bela Khon anc 
bis comrades overtrown the oldhungariap kingdom, we were only children, but even, 
if we can 9 t recall per ronaliyrxneHF days, all our youth and education had 
been Influenced by the "experience of 1919"*Our parents, -as a natural reaction 
of this so terrible revolution, bseame more conservative, than they already, by Hun 
gary 9 s history and creed, always bad been* The ant lcomounl erne, what they learned 
only ou intellectual, but also. our instinctive format ion *Tbat was 
also the reason, why our generation became more religious, as the averedge youth ox 

Bur ope* But if am we've been more atteached to the Chur oh, we never have been 
extravagante or bigot %, and we never knew, Just because of our liberal national ca~ 

r«acter,that religious ext real erne, which is so caracterlstic in today* r Spsin*Our 
patriotisms, or national lame, however , transformed to a very strong, and sometimes 

maybe to a blind feeling. ^ 0 <3 e . * 
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The bllndne.'E t^Jrien.orj, Peace Treaty,which condemned milliofi 

of hunger ian e to^^^oniplete polltlcalydrcalavaBe in a nilteu^where for thouBaod 
years alweyt^lli iiminmii. fitted been the lead Xng^natlp o^^th ^^ld^u^t ranacl- 
onalirtic betrayal of the HU fon-princlples.'rBe^idtaSSb^W*^'**^^^! - ^ 
^^^^fnction^-But I think, even rlthput th» pr oTocatiTe policy of Prague, Buca- 
rert and Belgrade, vre should •roTOf^Covard t nationalist attitude** hunga- 

rian could ever forget the fallows of 1919* 

If I return to this periode,I do# it only f£p explain, why asd 1 tlready Id 
my childhood , (a s many greet crimin#le)a prede ttinr lion to become e day a priso- 
ner of Ellis island. ies, I elw; ye hadvtfn almost extremist and blind lovo lor my 
people, for Hungary.l knew sfcyw'* the<^?ife of tne "ethnic minor ity "Z&m I was born 
in Northern Hunger y^in a little town , what after the first world war v:ac given 
to Czeco Slovakia) and or I myself , be caou^a' c zee o Slovak citizen.l had onJty‘fir# 
years, when the communists arrested my father, and I was only seven, when on a 
December -dawn I rrac forced to withnere again his arrest, at this time, by the 
secret police of Prague. His cr ime?x®®|jfe wa s * hungar ian and patriot. ..In 

the school I lear n^dy tfrat my nation v;ag the lowest, the worse of Europe end that 
we, the hungar tans, msny responsible for all the european tragedy, a, t 17,1 conspi- 



red already with my collegues,to place, in seer et, red and white ro *.erch 

If • t^ mm ettfc. tne monument of a hungar ian poetilt was our tradicional National 
Day, the Kossuth- Iiay y and I had to sing with my friends to czeco Slovak national 
hym that a wonder, that we felt very humiliated, very rad, and that with our 
opening heart-Yturned toward the^mMt'promi se s of a growing n&cionali* — “* 



W4 could not oe inough intelligent to under stand, that on the Danube-river never 
was livingMt happy generation?.. 

As a czecoElovak citizen, I could not go on the Budapest Uniyerfcdty tocontiu^ 

my studies, because for such * "dangerous .ej^ur^ion"no hungar ian $ra s pass 

port by the police of Ur.Benes. 0o,I wentP^to Geneva, Switzerland and after stu- 

cfat s’H/t is 

ying in Paris, in Italy, it w&6 in this dear,V6ity, where I was graduated fonr 
years later ,from political science In the meantime, for "technical ree 

sons"/ I lost my czeko slova* citizenship and uow, X was again hungar ian, not only 
*3f m y heart, but also "of ficially "• I was happy and truly satisf ied,j^m|r for "Tea 
sons of security" I was no more permitted to reenter my old hoiae^tzeko Slovakia 
and I could meet my parents only in Budapest. V;hat crime had I committed? As 
the president of the Hungarian Associations of Switzer land, I held many spea- 

* tr teu to aemonstrate to the international world of Mn rtuaent s^that 
tha^States,cr er j tcd by tne ideplieme of ..ilson, never refpected,in anySMMtfZ, 



the idecs^f -r^fefcOfrrTha t v.p s all, that was 



‘ ' 4r* 

trueyfhe beat documental iony^/a s m 



ay 



old passport , which allowed toft to travel in all tttfc 
Hungary 



european countries, except 



1 r.-i-r only 21, rtill u etudou- oil tue *ienevp Jniver city .when 1 .uollthec my 
first book;. The litreuity.in hui.gfcrli-n ls.ngaageitfv wee the fociologic history of 
the 1 nr nation end os it -as the rireftfociU. rtudy of our history.it ,ro- 

yolucc c.u ^nor-oue nua inspected echo in the public opinion of my country. Every 
greet newspaper criticised it f-ud iiumeaiatly , I heu friends nnd ennenicS.To tell 
you the truth, at that time I war "reform! ft ", I fought against many olu tradi tionp 
which clo eqq the free 7*’i»ys of our evolution*— but in one uuestlon, -end this: True 
the main-problem of all our di rcuEeion,-in the .^emtio^ of the hunger ifen consti- 
tution,! vat already idl933 on the contervptive tide. In the face of nil the "toccl 
dental iaeologies‘*;deiuocracy 9 T* rcieute, riudicali one, I preached, as did the conserve 
tives of my country always, tne "hungariun ray", our own tredicional solution. but 
if in this ruestion I refuted to go wich the rest of Europe,! never aenied the n« 
c e y £ 1 1 ^ c ^f R efo rm e and the slow, but definitive adaptation to t h con- 
cept ion •^fl^^aotng so, 1 wrote netural^ra very strong critic of the*Tuls if ica- 
tion of our history and I accepted a^KcConomico- social attitude in face of the 
old treaicionali sue. fo, when in 1936 I returned to Hungary, I had already a large- 
ly known name, at p writer, in my country, and it vac very easy to find newspapers 
for my activity. 



Educated In Geneva, |n Per it and in Italy, I think, I rat far more "democrat ic • 
as my generation. The great majority of toy "contemporaint", the good 93 /» of the 
hunger ian youth nev$r left Hungary between the two world ware and, because of fi- 
nancial r eaeo^vSr^^fer allowed to travel in tfe stern Europe or at any other part 
of the continent .They were living, not in misery, but anyway , in e very 

bad financial po8ition,and X think, this/^as one of the strongest reasons, why ne- 
ver could the western democracy , even in these year c, infiltrate Hungery • /leune , 
Venezia or Berlin were the ferest points, to where an average .middle-clc sse-hunga- 



rlen had hed p 



finrncial possibility "to go .The "dernocr acy ",ywat a fangerouc 



word 



at that time in xludapest-it was mmgptaw interpreted in the eam^way,~ae is today the 

t *o / 

eocialicoe in the States. Bela Kun and all his friends preached "democracy Vbefore 
arriving on the power, and now, when even the samtest principles of an other demo- 
cracy, of the Wilsonian ^umani sae, had been cheated in the neighbor -countries, by 
oppressing nearly 4 millions bungarians, it was almost a treason to teach its the- 
ories. y cttA a *** ’ 

First, ^and this is maybe my all defense/I oppo eed this general ^Cour se and I re. 
ally tried to start "something new"^omething europeaui.lt existed in ..ungary only 
one great vouth-orgoni sation, the Tur i3^5?*^wa e naturally ultra-nationalist , anti se- 

04 H**c*/&*V ? 1 9 

- ait> alid rodanticj^With iny new friends,! founded a secorid Turul :.-.nd *o oppose our 



programe to the old one, we denominated our organisation : the Turul Social mou vo- 
meat. Instead to go to recruit our Beoberc on the UniTei ItieE.we nent ito the ^re a t 
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• manifecturies,iu the proletarian suburbs of Budapest and Instead to promise tbs 
"revision of the peace- treaty", we promised a new Hungary by reorganizing our so 
cial and economical life. I cen't £*y,that we had a "great* thc Btb ~ 

mo sphere was. against us, -but still, after 6 months of propagend^f^e"had alone in 
Budapest 3.000 members. Thi e wasn't naturally too much, but it wee enough, that on# 

day I should be called et the Uinietry of Interior. I was told, that if I epuld not 
Imueaiatly cease "th^it dir t y so^l^l i st pr o pagande * , I shall be arrested with all 
my friends.Yes, nobody '^wSt^ToucH^Eh e social problem in Hungary , hot even sucb 
young men, as we hove been ; 4CSA the sons of the leading classey . 

I don't know, what happened in secret, but a few days^ater,I was called 
in the foreign Office^rhere I was told^hat I am losing my precious time in riun- 
gary end I could do bette?*''Tn ^urope.I was offered different poEts in *ar saw and 
in Vienna, but , I refused to go*I forgot in ay idealisms, that ay friends, the leadeij 
of our mou^Sfent, weren't in the same financial situation, as I've been and that thj( 
will rurely not refuse a "honest" and a "frieubly* solution. A»4«ft^l/hen a few 
days later, I faced the executive session of our moui^ent , from 14 "leaders* 12 
voted p very well end carefully prepared "r evolution", ~ hich opposed social 

program#. . .bef or e "whole Hungary can be free again^.With that, I wac excluded from 
my own moui^ent .The sad and tipic ride of this story we* tne qeh ■ vlor of the 
poor boys of our mouvSeiit ; they were the first* to vote against "social lies"* 

This wf s^ebrurxy 4,1937 and three weeks later I was already in Vienna. 

Mv tro years later I saw again my worker-friends of the Budapeet-msnifectu- 
riee.They came, as members of therWorker ]front,for an official visit in worn, Italy* 
The government changed his mind, in the mean time, and to copy the "western #ya- 
tME", Hungary ornanized pi so a State- supported^^ro^ker-oou^ient.Tndf members of 
this operetta- sindicr-lione were beautifully end I think, even Mussolini's 
uniform-maker 6 were a little jealous by ceding them on the Piazza Venezia. But this 
was all, what they had; a beautyfull uniform... 



Not this rsc mjronly tentative to turn toward the social problems the interest 



of my generation. To< do "something",! sought an association 



with the "young 



agrarian s */^6ut I wasn't revolutiouaire.lnd, maybe I knew too well my class end 
the dominating social ana politic system:only & terible revolution could have 
chang^thetr "negctivieme" and.. was that the right moment for a revolution? Hunga- 
ry was fighting for "his" justice, for the revision of the peace-treaty *1 knef.the 
life of the "ethnic minorities JJ/for lb years I was living els© as a third-grade 
citizen. Vies that my right to etert troubles, -when four millions hunger Ians were 
dreeming,-and among them my family too- on the "other side" of the borders,#/ fre- 
edom and of the return to Hungary? Could I tteo actv^fit hout any respect? 



Ffcjr r*. c 



thrt 1.’ ;ou f*^l ro,-th«-t » ru.i i.jur'-iCt .ao Cuun done ;o .• man,rho li&f 

and -.ho etill lii.er "our c».untry,-*nrt ho re lly lid hie bttt to »»cip the ? caeri- 
CiUiif in Mxjpe,- i'ou ’.vil^ fur^ly find c way to rvftfjrt my or to reopen it* 

Thera jure J.vny formal r ea rout for it # -and even whe reviev of the .Ha isxiauff cat 
might help Ik it* 

In this moment i j:.u profec^or in Uires college* of Jogot* ,-but r.t coon m X 
shall be able to give courser in tpani rh,-I trill get a po rltlou o-. the ur.tholic 
University here* I rrrite of tlvt,nr.ly to tell You, that I have n livir;. auc there 
arc not the mrturial r o£pons,-rtitch influence me by c.taing iuu to t.clp* But # -I 
suffer really very much u.jder this terrible injustice end 1 cen't bo nor a 

*rhoie man" ugt-in , untill the day, -that I Coat* get moral satl r faction for tho 
so rude and iujuct farce of Ulle Island* 

In the hope,-thct You rill re; lly understand the only one reeron of c. . 
to fight fer my honour ,-r.nd that You belive me; I never merited b* r.iec 4 unified 
by Your governeocnt,-and You really may help me, -plea re, accept iu bcv^..c« , _.y 
moet heartiest t hank s,-r ith what X remain, 

very sincerely Youre: 



c^vor* 7 *•, ;^auero: 69-64 
Uogoca, Colombia 



TO rieu •frauds l,9t*ltcr 

jhtirai u of -lift douce's laeigruwloii-SubGoa- itte* 

HerhiOutoi; J. 0. 

Deer fir r 

X r#nd ill tu, »•« toric Ti**#( kfirll 4, 19>C) s rMp*.t,«e*o«rnlm «.»»• wteia- 
rioc »f Mr f, J0.1r Kneutf,b y M Bill pr«M«»tc<J to Ulo 1MM* r XaalgrstiOO- 
tee, Tbl e «ene report tjare tiro a rery ntfie tiercrlptloa of Tour tot ion 

fexid of Your atcivUdt) in tn« K i mrf Uoci»» 

At 1 xnor,thrt uhlt isn't fir ct-time, that You urs a* fencing boa* clot® a- 
liens, in the foca of «hc /ary rroitrwry behavior of the Inulgrrtiou rervlce,«l 
subait You, herewith, the Outer raid the hit* If OJ OtMi 

After a lon£ jur idler 1 battle, sherd X von ay case four times befuru the dear 
of Appatlc-, Thu Attorney Oen^sral eulelel ae from the U£A,on April bJUtfS#*** -#• 
base of a court* t deolflon( concerning Urr*£nauff't arte), using hit Mlror etienal 
yover 1 to exclude tlicnr on the base of "confidential information •• My vit, 
which war prefect en on ✓iarch 3, ISM to «-be dttriot court of New Yorfc,*i«f« aud 
in whioh procedure Judge rauauel H«K*ufc>t>n neld a henriug cnly on April 12,19## 
vo* dicelrsed by the sea# Judge ou July 13, 1949,«agaln with appealing to the 
^reaedeuoe cue* "of ur t,Xnauff» This wed, the care end the court* a decidon* cou% 
earning tfre.Knnufi ,-tb* only w*y to t.xludo oe from the UfA« 

Mov, that You defonaed frs»Anaufr and that the douse overrule the Attorney 
General's action, -1 appeal to You with the grer.tett confidence, lu the pact oa» 
ny Senator t and Congree^pon tried to help me, -while still being on Xlllc Island, 
but they nuver ojuld do anything, beeau re trie Immigration TerTloe or refused to 
give informations about «y cnee, -or simply, -gave untrue informs t Idas, The for Mr 
Attorney ueueral,wtos handled ay on s« (Theses Clark) .celled easy time a "dynanlta- 
oat* "ay arrert and detent ion, -and the ZMnlgrnt ion, -fear lag that a day the Truth 
Vt 111 can via- did everything to a * Jce afraid all people, she vented to help me, by 
seeking the truth. And, I was area sore unforturxt*,as mrr.Annu ff had ooent 1 had 
against me tel cor ilucholl rod ttoo leftlrtc of the Uf A, -so, thorp vans' t for me an 
other solution .after 25 mouth* of detention ou nils Island, but to leave •volunta- 
rily, undur varrent of deportation the UfA*(on February 9, 1 9 5h) •however , 1 thin*, 
Uii. If 1 w* dlcHunllfied without any Jur.dlunl roecen.-I have still the hops 

ts reopen or to restart my case* And want is Jurt -he reason, why 1 an writing to 

r Tu«3 - ‘ ' 7 */ 

^ » i ^ r3 o(s- *i 




Feranc Vajta f MA.trKuoit h^mxter 

You, 

I -The higtorv of «v gftJBM- 

a, /I arrived 'by f. plane. In the company of Mr .Terrel f.Jtondr en,b£A-vioeconsul 1 
iu Madrid, Spain, -on •ecember 16,1947 in the USA.witb a legal viiitor viea.Tbe 
iui day, without my difficulty I vue legally admitted to toe u£A, 

b, /On January 4.1948 falter linchell,on the iarwigutlon uf different Hungarian 
left lets, started a slanderous campaign against as, -by accusing ne that during 
the late world war I helped Hltl* to hill "allegedly bullions of Jevr.rud that 
eren "allegedly •, -I was aorally responsible for the massacre of aaerican piloti 
in Hungary. 

e./On January 8,1948 the Immigration Service arrested ne la fathiagtou n.C., 
with a warrant signed by Mr .Mack&y.Thc next coy, on January 9, 1948 thuy rent ne * 
on Sills Island, -where I ear held "strict incommunicado *for 6 souths, detainee 
In a cell. All sy letters were Illegally c encored, opened and e few of thciu even 
stolen by the Dire otlon of the XaUad.X wae’nt even permitted curing tnaee 6 
months to speak to the fellow-prisoners. 

d. /l bad different hearings from February 11 untill Jtabruary 18th, -tatt the pre- 
siding Inspector , Gilbert ^lmnierann made a proposition far ay deportation only o 
on April the 12. There ween 9 1 produced cny errldence egalnrt ne. 

e. /ou August 30 1940 the Commissioner ordered ay deportrtlon to Hungary. I r ppe- 
eled to the Board of Appeal t,-and on January 13,1949 the Board of Appeals dis- 
missed the warrant against as and stated, that the Attorney General had ndt Ju- 
risdiction over ay case. All the accusations were dismissed too} that I entered 
without Inspection, with false papers, with false name, with false statement r in 

the DBA* The charge, that I had tubercoloe&s at the moment of my entry , rac also 
dismissed against me* Concerning the last charge, made against ma by the uou^ip* 
eloner ,-that X vat a "prejudicial alien", -that Board stated that to decide that 
It was a duty of the Secretary of State .But, -as I was granted legally a visa, 

It was be sappoeed,-that he dldn 9 t considered me a "prejudicial alien ".And as 
I ween* t excluded at the moment of ay er rival, -the Attorney General had not evu 
the right to arrest me, or exolede me later-, 
f •/ the Comal erbener of the Immigration Service appealed throe times against 
the decision of the hoard of Appeal s,-but be lost all his sppoals and the Bo arc 
on March 30,1949 again ordered to terminate the ce se and ay release. 
g./Xn the moan tiae, I rent d writ of habeas corpus, on March 8,1949 to the hi 
trlot Court, asking aiy release# However, the Ianlgratioo Service won a few "pos 
ponemont" and to my case war only heard on April 12,1949 by Judge Samuel H.Lau 




ftpcno Vajta — To Hou*Wr sic £• Walter 

eusn,-oo a date, -..hen the Ooaalf fionw had alrew,/ obtained a rare rial fron the At 
torney OAaoral (April #, 19*9) .In hie dec lelou, with wt»t Jvd»* Kcufhao,e yearaloo 
laj»lgratlon-emp(.oyee, dlrmlreed my wit an July 13,1949, Hated, that however tho 
Board three tin or overruled the CoiuleHeaer ,-tbe Attorney Oeneral had the "dleo 
tlonal porer * to order my deportation, -on the bate of the *Knauff-oontra aetJclno 
decision made by the USA Court of Appenlr,of Second Circuit, on dereh 11,1949* 

80 THB IH0L3 RjaHRSAL QF TUB aiLhASgeOjUMRl 148 JlgTIPgKD g JUDOS LAUJkAM 
0W.Y WITH THE ILL* KhAUf/ CAffl AMD WITH IHJI ,AWIM» ffltBiUft 01 SBRJglOHlL 
WR. aiABATiMo prom A oomrr fflElflflSL 

h«/I appealed to the Court *f Appeals or the Seoond Circuit In hew York, M. T. , but 
At It war Jurt this Court, who made the ro famous and so much disrupted decision 
la the ilia Knauff oAit, .naturally It didn't venter alter He opinion In my ap- 
peal* At that tine, -in January 1930 1 va» already for tve years (me tae Auard of 
Appeals stated* IILBOAXXY) detained on Alls Island and as I had to fear, -that In 
the eo bunld climate of the Island ay Illness eight reactivate , -after a aedieal \ 
sit in the USA-Marine Hospital on January 12,1950 (which stated that It's possible 
I that 1 have again an active TBC,-)X decided to leave the USA, -even by the Tmreeet 
I humiliation: aoo opt lag to leave under the wsrrent of doper tatlen* 

1* But Wen then, the 1—1 prat ion Cerviee organised a chantage again rt ae*they van 
tod, by all naans* that X return to i\irope,-if not, -then, ar they told ae officially 
they vlll deport ae to oosucunltt Hungary* #•* X asked the intervention on Senator 
Sonar 7er gu son , McCar r an and others, -and then, -they really no corded no a volunta- 
l ry departure on February 2, 1950*Three days later I left for Bogota, Colombia, - 
and 1 an still here* 

II# The Behf-vlor of the Immigration feegvlos in ay cnee 
laturolly, I am very bitter, concerning ay detention and the behavior of the In- 
Migration Service* I could have think, that I am ndn in tone pl&oo, betting the Iro& 

* Cur tain, -and not in the USA, in a country, which is so proud of his democratic pr it 
olples and of his Juridical sy stone* 

A. /They always lied to everybody, who asked officially informations, concerning 
ay oase#And they did it dsliburatedlyj-not because at they said, that they were 
afraid of Writer Vino hell**, -but because they wanted Jvrtlfy theias^lf* Please, ask 
fron Senator UcCarran my long 15 pager letter, That X had sent him on July 29, from 
Alio Island (194 9) • You will find all the documentr tlont to that point* 

b*/ they made a terribl* mlstcks by arresting ms and they were prepared even to 
commit a Renter crime: to deport me to the rur plans, -only to avoid tho posribili- 
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Ferenc W.Jta 

ty,that their "mi £t:ike" rill be *eno^n u±m o by other Puthoritier,~ae the Justice 
Department ltcolf.Wheu they txrectec! oe,-tbey eere eure,-thct they hold reelly a 
^>ert criminal in their hands, -but after the bocrloga,-tbey *cre forced to edieit 
It that I never old nothing to ba diaorlulnatod in tba USA. And this war than tba 
reason, why they never Creed ae even on a ball or a bond $ they were afraid of tha 
public opinion* 

c./ln there two firrt months of my froedom,- ; collects #u enormous documen- 
tation against the Immigration r ervlce:how rmny letters never neve handled to 
aol They simply rholen all my 1 et tar r, from -hat they t ought, that It might be a 
help In my defense* 

d*/I never merited however, this behavior , became during the 25 months ef re- 
tention 1 never forgot, even for a minute, the neoerecry courtesy tevara them, 

111, ahr and who atari ed nr ca— T 

4 # /liy cl ee me started by former huugorlan rede in Hew fork* The fir it to \rr it 
about me vac Mr* For enc o&nd&r (mliae Nathan Kraus*), the editor of the "Jobber*, a 

Hungarian weekly in Kev for it* Ur *Qbndbr mi in 1919, during the fir ft com- uni et re- 
volution of Hungary the mobtlieatiorwcomml seloner ,-and wes, himself naturally f one 
of the lender t of the bolchcvik revolution* The second was the Amerl**l umgyer 
Pep weave,-* Hungarian daily, rrblch it edited oy Ur • Seek el y Is so fellas fohlo rin- 
ger , a former swindler, vented by the european police, -but now a respectful demo c- 
rete)* The ctalef-wlthnec,and the real orga&lcator of the vholo campaign wee ur • 
Uartln Himler (el let U&x Himmel)a former procommunist 0££-ageat,-cho declared at 
the moment of my arrival into the USA, -that he *will do everything", that 111 be 
SJKpuleed from the USA*The reason i vengeance ,- because 1 denou elated Himler to ell 
aaerlcan and catholic author 1 tier (even to father H.Lelber ,priv&t- secretary of 
H*?*kope Plus HI) for hie behavior In Sal eburg, Austria, in the years of 1945 and 
1946* Ur *Hilor ,ftn the fr.ct,ie gone far, very far in hie interpretation of the Yal* 
ta and Teheran ugreeucntr,-by sending back tousandc and thousands D*P.s in the 
two consecutive ycKre after the war, -to the communist oocupated Hungary* These 
three persons found la their friend, ur •lath an "agent of liaison" to urew Pear- 
sons and lei ter Wine hell v -and it was so, how the whole Ye.Jtf-oase started* 

But, -during the hearings it became clear, that 

1*1 was never nasi, or that I never prrticlp&ted at any naxl-activity, 

2. that I was member of the hunger Ian conserve tive party, 

>• that during the late world wnr, while being a hunger Ian oltlxeu,X 
followed the official way of the Hungarian policy and that I never participated 
in any activity, _j&at could be dlrquailfy n« for an entry Into the USA. 

4 .That 1 wat elsraye latloaia-unlet, tnd that rhen Hungary n E occupied 
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or "liberated • by che ruitims, 1 imaediatly went to work with the french lutell 
gence for organise the antioomiaunist counter-intelligence, 

5 # that I became the tecretary general in August 1946 from the first ttuugaria. 
3eeistence kouvement, founded In -astern Europe, 

6*And that in this quality os mine, fir 6t I worked with the engl A eh- influenced 
"Xntermnr lum %-ana later with the amaricans in Europe, by gluing them information 
and documentary help In the battle against comuunioae, 

7 •that the Department of State, cud specially, the U£A aabp esy in **drid,rho 
pore ue the Tier, knew all ay paet,-bmt even for that they granted twe a vlea,- 
3* that the fecretcry of Ctate dida f t recalled at any time my visa, nor during 
the herrirvgfQor later, nor in all the two year e of my detention,-*. s he did for 
example in the oaee of Walter Uleraklne. 

9. That 1 had merits to be admitted to the USA* 

(Concerning all these points You might get a complet documentation or fr^a the 
letters, what 1 rent to Senator McCarrnn, while being detained on jlilr Island, or 
From Ur* Joseph Bologh, 538 Tlmpeou place, Bronx, 55, h*Y* or from kr*otto J .i^ekoe 
research staff of the Ianigrttlon fubco aulttte( Senate) • 

IY*Thc coupUcat lons of ay case 

Severer I here testimonies from eminent Chur ch- di guitar le c concerning my 
help accorded to the refugees,and ooncernlag my activity, -ar lender of r — 

riaiuahmsi omigret£,-ny caec was very complies tea, -because during my pretence be- 
fore the House** Un-American Activitlec uomuittee even Ferenc i^agy, under tne ln- 
fluenee of the hungf.rlan leftist circles of New York, -turned against urn* But, 
this is also a very easy problem: there are two hunger ian <*mlgratlonr*The first 
one le them, -what after the war lmtbedlatly remained in the *. ertern Countries to 
organise prpaganda, etc* against the rutsian domination of Hungary, -and the second 
le that group, which after the war firstly tried to cooperate with communlrme 
and with R>vieWhiesie,-and fled Hungary only after June 1947»-when Ferenc Nagy 
himself lost hie power in Hungary* There is a nature 1 Jealousy between tne two 
groups, -and naturally, -Per one hagy •••turned again it me, -as let one of the len- 
ders of tho fir it group* But even that would hi ve not disqualify me, at ell the 
OTA linboeeier in Kurope,or even the C«I*C« worked with me, -before 1 went lu the 
USA. 

V. Xtu Baia-woblem of mt ca«< 

If the USA- diplomacy or the Ueparteent of ftatc had con elder ed^-thet it rut c 
mistake of giving ue p visa, -the Secretory of Ptrte rurely would recclled my 
visa. I3ut,-the Im.jigration never could obtain that from the jejjnr taunt of rtate* 
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(How easy wer the fame in the ou-ttklr^.c' foil) 

A* I got legally ny visa nnc I r lcgrliy t laltted tv the UFA*-whatever tra 
ay past (controlled by the ktabst ry^bich ^vi oc the vis»)-tb« Immigration hod 
not the right to arrest we* 

The use of the Klla Knauff-oase tnd the deoi cions, concerning this otin^wi 
also illegal, -not only In the light of oho House** decision concerning the *d- 
mi scion of Urt* Anauff*-but also because mt*. ingulf wae»iii the fact, never ac.ni- 
ted to the USA,-*hs was imsediatly excluded at oho moment of her arrival lnt# 
the USA* On the contrary,-! wawft excluded, -but I war admitted* :he praaedeni 
anyway, -can* t exist, .because there are two very different caret* 

Ac the Board ftp ted only the fecretory of State would nad the nfgbt tc oat- 
dude ae temporarily*- by refmlng bq a visa. That le the only way, -to exclude 
prejudicial alien*** This is a political right, -and the Im\ilgratiou-lawe gar* 
all authority to the Secret ary of State* 

How, -If even, the decisions concerning MR £*KBaUFF,- would have changed uli 
power ,-this ell happened only AFTIR UY ARRIVAL in the USA and not before*fo # 
this precedence* could not be used against me, in no way* 

VI.My defence 

My defense, formally,?*.* In jood qmmIs, as it war kr.Hytssn .%er..*ol 1 e# , V.^our 
Street Brooklyn y,a.f*)-wno defended me* But, I have In iay hands seven letters 

of Ur *Mar goiter, In what he expo fed his point of vlew,-that for tho interest of 
his Pthsr cates", -ho had even In ay ease to cooperate with the laulgrutloi. Au- 
thorities* If ay cage would not oe re-lly a "dynamite case*, -then ruch a coope- 
ration would ht vc helped enoroously,-but when the iBunfratlon was flgtnlng to 
justify Itself, -then natural/, all forag of cooperation were daaaging for oo*I 
can repeat it under oath, -that Ur *Uar. roller rac,ap he told me* under e continue 
pressure of tho jews (who erroneouely bell eyed, that 1 was their enemy) an a of the 
lamination too; they all wanted, that he quite ay case. . ..and* • • 

_nUt M r a-tond* 

I am asking You, with the greatest rerpect and confidence, -Dear Fir, -to review 
my case and to undertake oil eventual actions* which would be possible* Here atW 
Ohed I am sending You a copy of my article, what I wrote for an anericuu newspa- 
per tit contains couugb data a about ay point of view or about the facts. But if 
You need aore,-I can inuiediatly write to ever y body, -who might give You a more 
dstailled in for mat Ion (fir rt of all the above mtmt toned Ar. Jo soph Belogh)* 

Naturaly,to do something in my case it core difficult ,-<? t for URS-Knauff ,-as 
I left alreedy the USA and I signed (undvr u^rai prefeure)my warrent.But I thin* 
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gay be, I cou^but I didn*t.In the long nights of Sllle I«land f I bad plenty of 

time to examine ay caracter,my phst,the system of my thinking and! m m I bad 

o to admit that later, after the second world wa^ I became reallyTUi^volutionairf, 
'a*. jTr 

<r Httt-Tl5ffaaIconditionc I i^fuld never have been a •per turba tor ••Hunger ian, slave /aue- 

trian blood influence my intellectuel systmo© and however I feel hundred percent- 
* ly hunger ian, I could not tell, which one; the hungarian,the polish or the auetrlan 

blood war the strongest in the phirical deter minat ion of my "ego". &*&*'*&' ^ 
^ *a ***** Ad •*<+ «^dU ***** 

And even today, when I know. that I acted too comodly,by accepting my "evacuation 

U+t 

^ Vienna" and Hn th£ response bill ty toward my national should hove eeeepr nore 

eacr if lce,nd- I on February 4 1937 I had a better way, or not£lt*s 

al rays difficult to criticiee our own acting, a* there is only scarcely a * yet ©me 

in jp^huoan lif e .But ^fgmJLur ally , -and, ye e, here I i.m re sponsible, -later on I had al- 

w^jy-s p poseibility to change my life or the orientation of my carrier •! could 

' ) 
pemd44 e»>or even later, but I didn*t. 



on the first day of the war ohe m ge- 



V.ith the growing years, I lost my idealisms and I adhered to the hungarlan conser- 
vativi sme.The treditionr, the basic fec^fcrs of my education, the "milieu" rere t^e 
rtronger ana not me. I never revolted again, I never opposed our "ancien regime", 
on tne contrary # In the face of the total nihilism of the rutfiao danger,! be- 



came, as my ennemies told to the american people, one of the most decided and str^ i 
gest defensors of "old Hungary", i sye Mirw imeem^e l V in fc he sm me- r e y^ e h e m Mm 

c e w the^xe g t -ye imt a ef am e v e le t i e p q There was no other choice; to fight for Hor- 
thy- Hungary, or by the force of the events, bec#ne a russian servant. The other hun- 
gerians,who believed in a third practicable way and who even in this c&theclysme 
tried to fight for freedom and humanity, by denying the terible mistakes of the 
old regime )?ound themeelfet a day In Stalin* s arms. 1 know, our end wasn*t better 
or more indipendent; we finished our fight in Hitler's arms. But for long tlne,e - 
ven In the lagt months of the war,! hoped, that by defending "Old Hungary " y -we 
can save at least & promise of free dom and indipendan ce. 

I not remained long time in Henna .However, a? a cat nolle, I had a great sympathy 
for Schussnigg* s regime, I felt immediatly the impo e ribility of hit tentative. To 
oppose the traditional catholic faith of the austrien people to the nasir, in it- 
self r&en’t a bad 42tot~ix n impo ff! ole ida$,out to try the same in a per lode, when 
the Church wae itself in riecrdance and in crlrir,rer really & suicide-policy. Not • 
the 3idaultf,the i)e Gaulle6,the De Gasperris created a new social catholici sme, 

but the catholici tme , the "reneieeance of the Church’* created their’ mouvement , 
and poor Schuesnigg wanted the contrary *. .In Par is, in Stockholm, in Madrid, in Ge- 
neva , j n !ome,ln Belgrade , in Ducarest found me the same year and -Then in Pebruery 



193o tiie hungaritn gover nernent cent ae to Borne, I v:as already sure, that r;e c' .it' 



i 



avoid the vrar 



lAirin^ th enter I on tne "hunger ian side 11 . 1 consider this beha vior , etlll 

now, the only one possible ana 1 am sorry,that many amerlcaQJ S^ CQu I d n ot Uflftg r- 
Etand me on th ic point, -.hen I was called before the House* e Un-American Commit- 
tal didn* t denied, that I worked through the whole war only for my governement 
and that I never had the idem to help the Alllee, who at that time, were our enne- 
mies"*Later , -hen I exposed my case to Senator Pat UcCarran,l could not, but re- 
peat again: I am not an adventurer , for me, my octh,my fidelity wamt the most eac- 
red thih'l^ffld untill the day, that Hungary existed, I never cerve^ ^a^^th^r 
governement ,10 any other power *The witnesses used against me could - t ell morev'to 
the different committees; they all served the All lee, too , by giving or transmit- 
ting inf ormations , by using their personal Influence* 1 dont* want discuss here 
Hungary* 6 attitudejlt was Juet,or it wa£ wrong, from my point of vue,it*s the 
came. ! acted elwayg on the base of an lnconditlonnel fidelity toward my people 
and I even then didn*t ceased to eerve Hungary , whan already it aoern’t existed, 
but In our heart* 

"" " **+«*±&*z^ 

I know, today this 'b^'IT'very cldfaehioned behavior and it*s difficult to un- 
der standout , If there was something wrong in this conception of life, then not 
only my education it responsible for It, out - a««e-* r ic , ..-/or 

liked tne germans aaa we jcnew,thrt they dont 1 like us, -but untill the d£.y,th*t 
they were our allies, I could not betray them* I hated their rude manner s,l hc- 
ted^tgelr philo sophie, their form of life;awbmkl was pro-latio,l likea the french 
cultuFiyi bed a great festime for iingland*^iCnd when in 1942 in Istanbul an englleh 
diplomate asked me to help them by giving secret informations,! refused to do so 
('not because I shahid not wanted to help ,-sitnp*t$£i u £8uld not betray myself *ThiE 
rigid, Inchangeable caracter of mine was my greatest enemy,! know, -but what can 
You do, when You feel, that by changing Your principles, You betray yourself ••• 

Pro forma, I was progermanjfcthat was ourV^olicy.But I did my best, even during 
the war, to recall the attention of the hunger ian people to the always growing 
danger of the pang er man ieme. I spent a half year in Germany to study the litte- 
rature,the institutes of the •sclent iphi qua ejcpfneion'* and I fenmpwTthet. if Germa- 
ny wine the war, we will have to face maybe a greater danger, as we had between 
the two world wars,*but was thy e also an other ^y?It was the Regent and the 
parliament , who decided ouJforientation, and I, as a simple citizen, could not do 
anything but submit myself to thfc official course and Hel p r * Efcaa^ to prepare 
Hungary for fc/s to-morrow .Ferenc Hagy and other era i-greGs, living now in the USA, 
^uh3er the moral preerion of the hunger ian-ameri can leftist circles, accused me 
of being dm a "convinced pro german* -but didn*t even Sfih ield great speeches in 
the Parliament during the war ,^^eaching{Tne“^^e^tferme^ exemple ‘^There fpee 
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wag an off tciv.rl^nrn geo l ogy, what evarybo d y of us, who played ex that time a lea- 
ding pax t In th e hungarian life,wac forced, to use In hie speeches^ wr itin^j etCf 
V/a£n*t^?l*^w^lator,durlriK the russian pariode?£u re, it was, but it would be all* 
ly to ac1^ceV?fie ea st eTTT^hropenn leader because they preached 

the * great result* of the etaliniaBe* or because. • .they "believed" publicly, that 
Stalin lr the leading man of the XZ.th Century. ^ •*/-*+ 



For tro yearc I was th«3?d2£or of the Donau-Europa (1941-1 94 1) /tit—— ty^eclentl 
phlc "revue^of* the easterneuropean questions. Nobody can accuse me, that bp dlrec 
ting thig magafin,! helped Germany .My only german editors were Von Hag eel , an ex- 
embareador, condemned IMi to death in 1944 and executed in Berlin, and gre ltaerr 
▼on Wilmowsky,& great-manifacturer , condemned , he too^p 1944^ td liferf^hls was my 
•ger man- ft a f f " ; t wo germane, who knew, what »s wrong 42r Hitler 1 s easterneuropean po 
licy . And the so much diecuted "Or mBag*. . .rime a conservative newspaper, that I 
founded with the help and moral support of 1*. Nicola e de Kallay^at that tia^|l943 
pr^ l ejr of Hungarj^lMy chief-accusator ,a farmer procommuniet OSS-agent ,Umx Hi ram el 
(aliasMiimler) stated under oath, that I founded this newspaper with german money 
and for suppor t^ft^ie pang «r man lane In 'Hungary* (Judge Samuel H.Kaufman's statement 
that I "Advocated and acquiesced in activities# .etc*! £ based entirely on his tes- 
timony.) yr *&£l lay is still living, ana I handled a Kailay-teeLimcuy,conceri.i.ug 
this question, to Senator Pat he Car ran. In this testimony it is st* ted, that 1 foun- 
ded the Crszeg with the money of the hungarian governement ,that my newspaper and 
my own activity was, in the fact , ant ingzi and ant igerman .itr *kax Hinuael pact the 



whole war in New fork and in the USAi 



./Tie c 



organized the "antinazi res istence* 






Ur .Kali ay and 1 have been in Budapest 

^culdfSot gdt more credit a Himmel ,when he^Sj^fis post with the help of Lee Preqj 



*#JBut ,wtoy 



man and other well-known "democrates" and*,. we were only the exponents of a *pro- 
nazi policy .Naturally, he won. 



bhen the, 

refugees 



III. 

ueelans in November 1944 encircled Budapest and the first thousand 
7ienna and when it was already sure, that Stalin 



whole Hungary,! accepted a post in Vienna on the hungarian consulate to direct 
the refugf 0 -pr^blem«Jm 3 S 9 nfr*In December 1944 there had been already 200*000 
Hungarians dn yJfustr ian territory and in Aprbl 1945, Just befor^ the end of the war, 
we counted nearly 400.000 refugees.lt was an enormous work 8r direct^fceir settle- 
ment: we had to fight for evg^^campp^for every train, for every transport, as the 
nazi-adhhorities of Austria^wes ^ wanted fcfupport our aims. Thousands and tousandm 

fr0 ° Northara Germany, from Silesia, and naturally, the austrlanm 
prefer ed IdmjflfCl^worked sometimes 14-16 hours a day and ^tlllT ThatYwasn 1 1 enough. 



- 10 - 



In the always growing disorder (the allies bombed dayly the austrian rail-roadw^ 
it was no more possible to find an adequate solution for everybody , but we did, 
what re could. 

In iiav 1945 .rhen, at last, the Allies liberated Austria, the ce refugees weren # t 

J 9 L f ' 

yet celled J.P — e.ta* nasis.and they weren't yet helped; b y^-.nyin i y . And c*, 1 fl_ 
gured for long time, as the "first protector" of the nezis..Thlr sue accusation 
was replanted against me also after my arrival in the U£A.I was accused by the 
Immigration Authorities, that if I ln Yle S?t;^ X dld 11 onl y> b ®- 

cause I wanted to help escape the ^aslsfVRat'cbuld I say -SfrthiCC accusation? Was 
or it try to escape from the communist pared! ••? Were these 

refugees vfiazis, -because they never believed In the rustiun promisee and they es- 
caped already in the Moment of Hungary 1 s liberation from their homes? Was every - 
body first supposed, ae tferenc hagy and hie fr 1 ends/dj mmw, to try to cooper ate 
with Soviet-Ruesia? Ja6 the acccrd_of Teheran and Yalta, which gave Hungary for 
Stalin, really a deeth - warrant against every hunger lan?>;as I, or am I a "criminal" 
because I helped to escape this people and I helped to evacuate also their for- 
tune to Austria? Yes, -the Iumigr at ion Inspect or ^himself a german-jew refugee^ 
Gilbert Zimmerman, stated in the warrent,that ye6,-this was a criminal act, -be- 
cause Hungary at that time(January 1945) signed alreauy an armistice with Soviet 

Russia and with the Allies, -and I had no more legal and moral power to help this 

pie 4# w wemy— rf mem Hungar y GA&stu** » * » ^ 

**' «/ 

That is the official gtory^of^my "crime"* 'I directed two concervr.tive aerrpa 
pers during the war in Hungary j£BKpublisbCb^ also the news of the German General 
Staff^-andr^e^a consul, I helped escape 400.000 refugees to Austria (by cooperating 
with the austrian nasi-authorities) .The Inspector never considered the fects, 
that during the war even the marxist newspapers had been forcea in Hungary to 
publish all official news about the fronts. .and that X could not cooperate, as 
a consul, in 1944 and in 1945 in Vienna with other "authorities", as nazis v -as 
there weren 9 t any other authorities at that time in Vienna. 

rwi i / +mJ3k & x r* Vtf * 

The USA-Itebassy in Madrid, when gave ms^the visa, knew everything about me, 
and didn*t refuse me'Jr vlea.lt • s true, that after the war 1 worked for a 

year with the Trench Military Governement in Austria, and later , aw^ f^feacer* of 
the hungarian emigration,-! tried to help even the amerlcane*It f s true, that by 
organising the antlcoau&uni^t under gound in Bur ope, and taking part &ctlva%ypf e- 
ven In t*e- count er-int el l^^nc e ^ risked my life.Itts true, that I published 
also after the war books and propaganda-pamphlet s against 8oviet-Kuseia,-why 
ehould^hey refuse me a vieaTOnly, because also during the war I was strlely an- 
ticommunist and I never believed, for any day, in a compromise with 8ovlet-Russia? 
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#5 



Vae thau'P crime, or a r^ueon lor uu^-nuiu^iua,-^^ - llkad 

Roosevelt* e EUicida-pollcy , that o Pe oted alm.yf,^n euVrori^b. 

nisae?No.^nd jtoJl The americnn diplomatet in ^lirope^^VOrganize# eastern** -jim *#« 
** my advise, and who were mj fr lends,- surely jercgUjn either 

nazis,nor defait i etesUhey were fighting for win the peace , v/nat/rtO^paVelt 1«S* 
of some place, bet^eer^ Teheran and Yalta*».How wag then po csible , that a man, who -&c 
estimated n pi j \ lr g^~ih^§urpoet 0 in th « great after-war battle fought on the 
ride of the USA, -war then treated, as e gangeter,or even woreer as a gangster; in 

the USA? 

There axe two answers on thie ouestion. First, the Immigration Authorities, 
when I vpf arrested,wcre still favor izing the communist 6, the ex-allies of the 
war .1 shall never forget tht difference, how was treated an Eisler,a rotash,and 

j 

how was I treated on Kllie Island. For six moths,! was "strict incoaiuunl c^go ^, 1 



could iiv < 
‘ Tetter 



not speak with anybody, and 1 could leave my cell only for an hou^^ffi.1 my 

^ e J / 4^*/, 

s wer ^opened and censor^Qand I think, a murderer -^m^be tier handled in the 
Eing-Sing,££ tne direction of the Island handlea me. At 1 knewSfiWtfei^J^ln New York 
X Had not "withnesEes^and an immigration procedure is merely based on the testi- 
monies; *« *** **+* ***ff**> *Xf 0 

^Ch^^Xh© Immigration knew, that^aade an enormous mistake by erreiting me ; It 
was forced>^o defend fcltfrelT J}1 I A e S&i- illegal arms . This ras the worm* 

point of my "case •.Bp3^^7Tertf?^i^hhes“seT^fflBMM*SriSeadiaitf^^, that 1 uever 
had been a nazi,that even in Vienna,! never U-ke pert in any nasi act ion. ..and 
that they nazie wanted to "liquidate "me^ in karch 1945 -This was naturally very 
bad. When on the denounciation o:T^alter Winchell,of Ferenc GOnddr (alias Nathan 
Kraues,now an editor in Hew YorkPfn 1919 a communist people's comrni ssdSter in Bu~ 
dapest^of Iseo Sz ekely(al las Schle singer , now the editor mf the greatest bungs- 
rian newspaper In ller YorkTbefore 1920 a swindler, wan ted by the whole europeen 
police) the Immigration arrested me, the dear inspectors were really convinced, 
that I am a famous*nazi murderer", a man, who sent millions of Jews In the death... 
Later, during the hear in# they >»e»e f emee Tt i - dmit M r, that 1 had nothing to do 
with the Jewish athr icitiee* however ,ae a "last defense", Ur .Himmel declared under 
oath/to justify Winchell's "allegedly "J that I wrote a letter to Szal&el (bungariA 

" / \ M j/s) A V ' 

nazi leader^ amm^F^emanded Me to transport the jews from Hungary to Austria. •• 

Naturally, I never wrote such a letter and even kr.HioLiiel admitted it, chat ex- 

r 

cept bim,nobodyv'eaw that let teb.. /The same fal sification,as in the Ureyfue&*c&se, 
but there, at least, ex l sted a false lett er,- but her e,doesnt* e xisted at all " the 
letter * m ) jUxt *^,** raM " * , ?+ * * * * * £ ,, <*g ^ W "9 

™ The Commissioner on August 50,1948 justified his inspectors and ordered my de- 
portation to Hungary. This order, later in January 1949, was revoqued by the Board 
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of I.'amigrntion Appeal 6.7he Board condwaened the Cornel ssioner • e action and decla- 



red thr.t I illegally arrested andvfTetained, as in my case only the Secretary 

6f State had jurisdiction, but not ihe Attorney General , Three times appea led the 
Immigration Service afeainet thiy decisi on, but it lost all its areals, I n the mean 
time Sutural lyTt^y Continued my illegal detention, and as they haa no more hope, 
in April 1949 they demanded the intervention of the Attorney General .iverfrbody 
knew the preecur er,what binchell and his friends exerciceo in my care, and so even 
I w pta't surpr i rea.when on April 5,1949 the Attorney General decided against the 

. *uiU Al V* *+&+*+*, 

Board 0f Appeal tyt^ ceTEe. /?hi e vae the moment, when I went to the Cour t£THer»/fcn» 
Immigration again restarted his play and postponed my caee untill, that they got 
Samuel H-keufman, *3^ ^ 

And 1 lost. ■ 



Two years have been stolen from my life:! remained for 25 months cn the Ielan^ 
During all this time,I always hoped, thc*t one day I shall win my cere and get com- 
plete rectification .for all^tl^t , w. iat happen ed, But , I wee mistaken. 

If somebody ask oe^S^r heTe the amlcens, 1 answer alwey cinot ,-why should I 
hate the/aflM^MM?hhat had the euerigt^f to do^with my caseYtionuraole americcne, 
whom I appreciate very much for their humarfy^havio^ wilt himae r ,as Senator UcCar- 
ran. Senator Fergucon,and many other e, always helped me, when I asked their inter van 
tion. The Archbishop of \U sninzton,the je suites from New York, the Hungarian cat ho- 
lice and protectants always liitsrfcits i l mSm$ 11 iq} wh ile being on Ellis Island, 

But, -the ju^^c e^n^m ^case never could win, Today, I know, 

I am / «^r-nor objective and I know, that wmmn the american JewsPnad nothing 
to do with the pres cures, my arrest, etc* A hungarian newspaper published the ame- 
ric r n of f icial s' names, who bamfcafca directed tne whole Vajta- Case and concluded, that 
it was rt a Jewish vengeance* .Gilbert Zimmerman, the inspector of my case, is a jerw, 

Al Trine Lieberm&n, the Immigration's legal adviser,who f ought^my ca^ e before the 
Court, is e jew, the three other immigration- lawyer c, who wrotdfXhe accusation a- 
gainct me;iiax Blau, rteinberfc and Feinfcer g^,are Jews, Judge Samuel H , Kaufman , 1 a 
a jew, -the men, who organized the whole campaign against me ; Gdnddr , Saekely , had4- 
ny i,Himm el- H idler ,are jews... Yes, I know,one can easily conclude, that my papers 
passed always from e Jew to a jew,-but,if somebody know the USA, can't cay, that 
there was, in this methode*,a special dicer imination. 

In the first decade of our century, when JreyfucE wee accused and condemned, 
there existed a very strong antieemitisme in Europe and this blind, and some times 
revage dicer imination easily transformed to "traitors" the most honest men,.. Now, 
in the UfA, directed by tfinchell , there exists an other discrimination: all Chris- 
tian*, who were at home during the war in Europe central and who had a more or less 
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important political position, and who were only in contact with aazlm or gir> 

*2^ _ , m I • ' — 

mans, are tlniMitl'T considered nazi c , put derers, k ill eraser e they serving their 
countriecjuxaicing inevitable compromises to save their peopley/ere they really 
adventurer £ or murderer e,- for Ida* Wilchell 1 jb propaganda it t% the same* Batcepfc- 
ting the Jews, or the former ^nmatee of the naat-deathcamps, they haven* t confi- 
dence in anybody, or this lsV&eeeklng, or this i$^Vajta,-for them it*s the 
same: we are unde rid arables for thea in the USA and as they are dictating the 
•public opinion", they can always influence the authorities against us. But they 
forget one thing;as yesterday It was comparatively enough easy to deport a Urey 
fuss and as todav.it was only a little Joke to let arrert and deport us, -no 
injustice reetTunvenged in the world* It was easy to cry yesterday “traitor " 
e even easier to cry today eed against ue:nasi l but 1 think, 
hhmwmnimmm—/lt never haa been a good policy £ oaking%ar tyr s* 

I am not a oartyryf have maybe still now enougn^aumour for the life, -but 
there ■will be others, who will not thinking as 1 do. I suffer, yep, that is true, 
it would be of no use to deny iti J ^ AtJfci . 

In April 1944, during the german occupation of Hungary, I was the only 
editor, who defended the jews angf demanded a more human treatment for then, and 
even now,sftcr all that, what happened, -I am not sorry, that I defended then. 
This is all, what l^ave^ to re r-lhr' them, who are trying to make an anti Semitic 
propaganda with t ne Sterna s of my case. £t,lt'i natural, that I fight and I shall 
try always to fight for my Justice. Never can'l find peace wltouth it. s 

* O ' ^ 4 M 4< i 4 0 t4 „ 
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Ferenc Vajta 

Call® 22, Munero 5-55 

Bogota,- Colombia 



June 26 



1950 



To R. Admiral 
Roicoe C. Hillenkoetter 
Department of Defense, 
Washington, D. C * 



Dear Sir, 

Two years ago, when 1 was yet detained on Sills Island (aeeused by hun- 
garlan communists and others),- 1 informed You three or four tlmee about my 
situation and I ashed also Your intervention, -which You accorded to my ease# 
Layer, in Auguet 1948, I got a letter from General B# Withcell, Ad jutant Gene- 
ral of the Secretary Of Defense. 1 was told, that if i rsnounce on my Hunga- 
rian citizenship and I make a legal statement, concerning this question, X may 
enter In the USA- Army# 1 wrote immediatly to nr# ames Forrestal, Secretary 
of Defense, and 1 thanked him very much for hie kindly interest,- but in the 
same time, i expressed ay opinion,- that untill the day, that A am still de- 
tained and 1 can’t finish ay fight for ay honour,- X can't daclde myself to 
•ueh a spay, -because It could seem very opportunistic# I hoped for very long 
time, that X may win my eaae and clear ay name from all false and tendencloua 
accusations# Howsver, i partly succeeded In that only,- as after winning 
three times my case before the Board of immigration Appeals, X lost It before 
Judge Samuel H, Kaufman# This,- and the so long detentlon(25 months )forced 
me on the end, to leave "voluntarily**, on February 5, 1950 the USA# From that 
time, I am living in Bogota, Colombia# 

Now, In these so decisive daye, when the USA might be forced from an 
hour to the other, to fight again for human freedom and for the Ideals, what, 
in the battle of my people egainet Soviet Ruesla, i represented too# X tisl^ 
off.r Incondlt tonally #y h.lp and #y t.rvle. tor th» USA^ Before the flight 
and escape of Ferenc Nagy from Hungary, between 1945 and 1947, the Hungarian 
reeietence wae connected with my name. >en In the international organisations 
of ths emlgrees I hsd a leading pari# It* s true, i lost all that with my ar- 
reat and detention, -on Bills island# But,- it isn't my condition or my posi- 
tion, what I want to offer to the USA t it is my life# Simple soldier, or 
officer,- I want to fight on the side of the USA and If necessary, -to die for 
the USA, because I am sure, that if it comes to a new war, only the USA can 
free ay own country and the world from the tyranny of Soviet Russia# 

Whatever and wherever i can do for Your country, I shall be glad to 
do it imaediatly, or at any time, when You will permit me, -to do# 

Waiting Your answer, 1 remain 
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Ferenc Vajta 



tr R. Admiral Roecoe C.Hilie^gg 
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I was born in 1914, in Leva, a pert of Northern Hungary , which after the 
first world war belonged to Caekoslovakia.I an graduated from political ecisn- 
oaa (Geneva, 1936 )and froa Law (Budapest, aaae year)* I apeak correctly frenoh, 
Italian, geraan, Hungarian, a pani ah and fluently englieh* I write and understand 
nearly in all slave languages .Between 1936 and 1943 I served, as diploaate ay 
country, in ainor post (ay last post was Vienna, where I served as lst*conaul) 

I published 6 books in different languages, all about history and politics* 

I know all european countries and Forth Afrloa and Turkey .1 founded in Hunga- 
ry two newspapers (one sclentlphiei The Europe Danublan and the Orsaag, which 
was Hungary's greatest conservative paper* After the war I worked in Innsbruck 
for a year with the French *eoret Service, helping then to organise the counts 
lntelligenoe*I founded two Hungarian Reeelstence Coaalttees ithe front Patrlo- 
tlque Hongroie and the Hungarian national Councll(l946 and 194?)* 1 worked wit 
the USA too in Rone and In Madrid (in 1947),nostly to organise a proanerican 
refugee-front in Burope,-and 1 cooperated also with the CIC in Bone, by helping 
with informations about Soviet Russia and the ooaaunist underground* 1 went In 
December 1947 to the USA, where is was ha supposed be iifinal pres anted by 
Colonel Albert L.Hoffaan, USA Military attach* in Madrid, to the Bepartmen of 
Defense* But after my arrival in the States , the Hungarian communists, leaded 
by Jerene Pond Sr, ex-ahiigaag people's commissioner of the first hungarian bol- 
chevtc revolutlon(now editor in Mew York) and later on his Influence, also by 
Valter Vlnchell* I had only one witness against as t MartinHlmler , ex-OSS 
agent, a foraer active communist, a close friend of Ferenc Condor, who made a 

false testimony against me. On the base of this testimony, 1 lost ay ease be- 

fore Judge Saausl H*Caufaan( the same judge of the Alger Hiss trial ) .Mow, in 
March and April 1990 Hlaler was deaasked before the Senate's Judiciary Coaalt- 
tee,aa a communist and a cooperator of the russlans in Budapest(ln 1949 and 
1946) Also all documents, letters,reports,what I sent froa Bills Island in 
1948 and in 1949 directly to You, or to Your office , -might demonstrate the 
sane t I always accused Hlaler of being a communist, and asking hie testftaony 
of vengeance and because of the M party-line" against ;ne* In the fact, -ay 
"case" lost all its reasons t I appealed to the Senate and to the Secretary 

of State for reentry* But, -it's the seas t even without that, I shall be glad 

at any tine, in any country, -even with thle so sad memory from Bills Island, 
to fight, as I did in 1947,- for the USA. 



